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SUB J : PAPUA NEW GUINEAN INQUIRY ON STATUS OF JAPANESE REPARATIONS 
TO TRUST TERRITORY OF PACIFIC ISLANDS AND U.S. CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO ADB SPECIAL FUND 

1. DURING CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF IN RABAUL SEPT 24, PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA MINISTER FOR FINANCE JULIUS CHAN ASKED ABOUT STATUS OF 
JAPANESE REPARATIONS PAYMENTS IN TTPI, AS PNG GOVERNMENT MAY 
BE INTERESTED IN RAISING ISSUE WITH JAPANESE GOVERNMENT. EMBOFF 
SAID THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT U.S. HAD RENOUNCED REPARATIONS 
AT TIME JAPANESE PEACE TREATY SIGNED IN 195 1 BUT WOULD CHECK. 

2. CHAN ALSO ASKED STATUS OF U.S. CONTRIBUTION TO ASIAN DEVELOPMENT 
BANK SPECIAL FUND FOR SMALLER-SCALE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. HE 
NOTED THAT SEVERAL COUNTRIES, INCLUDING JAPAN, HAD MADE THEIR 
CONTRIBUTIONS CONTINGENT ON U.S. CONTRIBUTION. EMBOFF SAID HE 
WOULD INQUIRE. 

3. COMMENT: RE JAPANESE REPARATIONS, PNG GOVERNMENT HAS FACED 
SERIES OF QUESTIONS FROM GIDEON APENG (MEMBER OF HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
FOR HUON GULF OPEN DISTRICT) ON JAPANESE REPARATIONS. APENG'S 
DISTRICT INCLUDES AREA OF LAE, SALAMAUA, AND HUON PENINSULA 
WHICH WERE SCENES OF HEAVY FIGHTING IN 1943-44 AND WHERE JAPANESE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CANBER 05391 280800Z 

TREATMENT OF NATIVE POPULATION WAS PARTICULARLY HARSH. JAPANESE 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

INDUSTRIAL AND TRADING REPRESENTATIVES ARE FREQUENTLY TO BE FOUND IN 
PRINCIPAL CENTERS OF PNG, AND CONNECTING THEIR PRESENCE WITH 
POSSIBLE JAPANESE REPARATIONS PAYMENTS MUST SEEM NATURAL COURSE 
OF ACTION TO MANY PNG LEADERS AT THIS TIME. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT DEPARTMENT PROVIDE EMBASSY WITH INFO 
ON TWO SUBJECTS NOTED ABOVE, FOR TRANSMISSION TO MINISTER CHAN. 

GREEN 
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